FRENCH DISAPPOINTMENT AT DIJON

 Dijon-Prenois 13,14,15 September 2002

Rounds 8 and 9 of the European Spridget Competitions took place deep in France’s champagne country – Dijon-Prenois.  The circuit may no longer reverberate with F1 thunder, however the passion of competition still burns intensely.

Qualifying 1 saw Pieter Bakker (NL) put his immaculately prepared Speedwell Sprite on pole with a time of 1.43.067.  Dave Shannon (GB) Spridget Champion in 2000 and 2001 returned as a guest driver and in a borrowed car showed he still had more than it takes by setting second fastest lap time.

Qualifying 2 took place some two hours later – enough time for Jean-Michel Guermonprez (F) to change his cylinder head, giving him the edge to place his Mk 1 Midget on pole ahead of John Faux (GB) and Pieter Bakker.  Robert Halewijn (NL) found himself fourth on the grid – his best qualifying position – set on his fourth lap.

Race 1 Saturday 16.05 hours.  Once again a nearly full grid of immaculate machinery rolled round this beautiful circuit; pole-sitter Pieter Bakker controlling the speed; as the leaders passed the lights the race was on.  A good start by the entire grid.  Jean-Michel Guermonprez taking the early lead, both Pieter Bakker and John Faux losing position on the opening lap by running wide in separate incidents.  Shannon tracked Jean-Michel Guermonprez for eight laps before taking the lead which he would steadily extend.  A masterly drive by John Faux saw him fight his way up the field, eventually battling with Richard Evans (GB) for the last podium place.  Following investigation Jean-Michel Guermonprez’ start was deemed to be a little too sharp and he was removed from the results.

Race 2 Sunday.  Jean-Michel was determined to make amends for his first race error and it was he who led the field round for the start.  However, John Faux had other plans and powered into the lead – an advantage he would extend lap by lap.  On lap 4 Jean-Michel struck mechanical gremlins and his race was over.  Richard Evans held a comfortable but lonely second.  A race-long battle between newcomer Michel van Kooten (NL), Peter Hiley (GB) and Robert Halewijn was to end in Peter Hiley’s favour.  However, Michel van Kooten’s hard fought fourth place was a great result.

Results: Race 1:  1 Dave Shannon (GB), 2 John Faux (GB), 3 Richard Evans (GB)

              Race 2:  1 John Faux (GB), 2 Richard Evans (GB) 3 Peter Hiley (GB)

For information on the FISC European Sprite and Midget Competitions and a more comprehensive report on Dijon-Prenois please visit the FISC website at www.fisc-racing.com.

Next and final round – Le Mans, Bugatti Circuit, - 26,27, 28 October 2002.

